
 

 

Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer Protection District 
Policy & Budget Committee Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
May 28, 2014 

4:30 p.m. 
 

 
Present were:  Paul Klatt, Jim Markley, Mike Galante, Ron Johnson, and Rob Turnipseed 
were present. Kristy Reed Johnson, Bert Rohrback, and Laurin Scarcello were excused. 
 
Kerri Thoreson and Allen Issacson were absent.   
 
Also present were:  Dick Martindale (PHD), Dale Peck (PHD), Al Beardslee (IDWR), Dan 
Redline (DEQ) and Kathy Falconer (DEQ), Gary Stevens (DEQ), Helen Johnson, and Recording 
Secretary Nancy Jones.  
 
At 4:42 p.m., Paul Klatt called the meeting to order. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve the May 14, 2014, minutes was made by 
Jim and seconded by Mike.  The vote was taken. The motion carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: Paul shared that preliminary discussions have occurred regarding pending 
changes with regard to Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) funding.  He shared some history 
of the funding agreement and explained that, with these changes, funding will no longer be 
provided directly to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and will instead go 
through the Aquifer Protection District (APD) or through the County. 
 
Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer Hydrogeologist Gary Stevens (DEQ) presented a PowerPoint 
presentation regarding the funding that has been provided to DEQ by BNSF.  The presentation 
explained the history of the funding since 2000, as well as specific details about the agreement.  
Current annual funding is at $115,000, although that will decrease to $100,000 under the new 
process.  Gary reviewed numerous projects that are supported with these funds, including 
refueling facility inspections, testing oversight, education and outreach projects, groundwork 
supervision, and quarterly inspections. Planned DEQ activities for FY2015 were also 
highlighted.  
 
Under the terms of the new agreement, BNSF funding will no longer be allocated directly to 
DEQ.  Instead, those funds will either be administered by the Aquifer Protection District or the 
County. The issue is currently under review with the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC), 
but no final determination has been made.  The APD will control the Aquifer Protection portion 
of the funding.  DEQ Regional Administrator Dan Redline answered questions regarding the 
various options available to the BOCC. 
 
Dan Redline left the meeting at 5:20 p.m. 
 
COOPERATING AGENCY AND PUBLIC COMMENT:  Allen Beardsley shared that Lake 
City High School (LCHS) may be interested in the data from Woodland Middle School.  The 
groups discussed the possibility of having a well at LCHS and the advantages of incorporating 
wells into the school curriculum.  
 
CHAIRMAN and MEMBER COMMENTS: Jim expressed hope that other member(s) would 
begin learning about the Excel and PowerPoint presentation reports, noting the importance of 
cross-training other members on the creation/updating of these documents. 



 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  Rob began a discussion of the Work Element subcommittee draft budget 
document.  The group considered questions regarding the education and outreach budget, and 
Mike agreed to contact Kristy to get clarification of the $7,100 line item. Significant discussion 
was held and changes were made to the draft budget document, including changes to various 
education and outreach line items and wording of the work elements recommendations. 
 
The group did a comprehensive review of the budget worksheet, and Jim updated the 
spreadsheet based on input from the committee.  Al Beardslee (Senior Water Resources Agent 
for the Idaho Department of Water Resources – IDWR) provided details of the request for 
funding of the Hayden stream gauge rebuild, including some history of the project.  Various 
approaches were considered, and Gary agreed that this project would coordinate to the general 
watershed goals. 
 
Kathy Falconer left the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 
 
Considerable time was spent deliberating aquifer fee increase considerations. The group agreed 
that it would be prudent to think forward and recognize that several items (e.g. the possible high 
school well proposal, signage needs, and easement acquisition) should be considered when 
determining long-range plans.  It was also determined that a specific line item should be added 
to the five year plan to include acquisition of protection zones. After discussing various concerns 
and considerations, and examining carryover projections, it was decided that a fee increase to 
$7.00 should be recommended, in order to best meet the long-term planning needs for aquifer 
protection.  A motion to bring this recommendation forward at the public hearing was made by 
Ron and seconded by Jim.  The vote was taken.  The motion passed. 
 
Jim briefly presented the photos that will be used for the public hearing PowerPoint 
presentation on June 11, 2014.  Paul reviewed the term limit decisions that were previously 
discussed and that will be presented to the BOCC.  Rob shared that he would not be pursuing 
another year and requested that his name be moved to ‘Group A’ (one year term).  After all 
considerations, four members will be assigned to an initial one year term, three will have a two 
year term, and four members will be assigned a three year initial term, under the 
recommendation that will be presented to the BOCC.  Paul agreed to include this information in 
the budget summary for Board consideration.  Paul reviewed the date and time for the public 
hearing and stated that a regular committee meeting will follow the hearing, in order to consider 
any public input. 
 
At 6:47 p.m., Rob moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mike seconded the motion.  The vote was 
taken.  The motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy A Jones 
 

Recording Secretary 
 


