
 

 

Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer Protection District 
Policy & Budget Committee Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
January 28, 2015 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Present were:  Paul Klatt, Jim Markley, Mike Galante, Ron Johnson, Rob Turnipseed, Leslie 
Duncan, Kristy Reed Johnson, Laurin Scarcello, Rob Turnipseed, Tiffany Heiss, and BiJay Adams 
were present.  
 
Kerri Thoreson was absent.   
 
Also present were:  Panhandle Health District (PHD) Administrator Dale Peck, Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) Administrator Gary Stevens, Citizens Bert Rohrbach and Helen 
Johnson, Idaho Department of Water Resources Representative Allen Beardslee, County 
Commissioners Dan Green and Marc Eberlein, and Recording Secretary Nancy Jones.  
 
At 4:01 p.m., Chairman Paul Klatt called the meeting to order.  Dale Peck led the group in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve the November 12, 2014, minutes was made by 
Rob and seconded by Mike.  The vote was taken. The motion carried.  
 
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND INTRODUCTIONS:  Chairman Klatt welcomed 
Commissioner Green and Commissioner Eberlein and everyone provided a brief introduction. 
 
MEMBERS COMMENTS: Chairman Klatt noted that PHD Environmental Program Manager 
Dick Martindale is retiring.  He also recognized Bert Rohrbach for his many years of service to the 
Aquifer Protection District and thanked him for his efforts and dedication. 
 
Laurin Scarcello shared that he recently attended a joint USDA/Natural Conservation Service 
meeting where their primary concerns were discussed, and that water quality and quantity was 
stated as the top concern.  
 
BiJay Adams shared that the State of Washington recently adopted the in-stream flow rule on the 
Spokane River, which will have long-term implications.  Kristy clarified that this sets a requirement 
that water leaving Idaho must meet Washington quantity standards. The attendees discussed the 
challenges of addressing water rights and concerns across state lines.  BiJay also provided 
information regarding the Liberty Lake injection well project and the group discussed this item at 
some length. 
 
Commissioner Green exited the meeting at 4:40 p.m.   
 
COOPERATING AGENCY AND PUBLIC COMMENT: Paul asked the group to consider other 
cooperating agencies to add to the distribution list.  There was a suggestion to possibly add Bob 
Flagger and/or Fran Hughes (from Kootenai/Shoshone Water Conservation District). Paul agreed 
to look into this suggestion and get feedback. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Mike Galante shared that the Board of County Commissioners recently agreed 
to have the administration of the bid for Aquifer Atlas printing handled by the County. He also 
shared that a letter of interest for preordering had been mailed to numerous entities. 
 
Commissioner Eberlein exited at 4:52 p.m. 
 



 

 

Gary Stevens spoke regarding the Aquifer Atlas joint venture, including the entities and processes 
involved from Idaho and Washington.  He stated that the final draft should be complete in about 
two months, at which point the printing will go out for bid. Hopefully, the Atlas will go to print in 
June.  The group briefly discussed the number of existing atlases that are still available, and Kristy 
noted that the updated atlases will be distributed to eighth grade teachers in Post Falls, Rathdrum, 
and Coeur d’Alene classrooms.  Mike stated that the cost is anticipated to be about two dollars per 
copy and that $58,000 is committed for the 2015 edition (which is comparable to 2009).  
 
The group briefly discussed the recent Spokane River Forum and agreed that the information and 
panels were extremely beneficial and the event was well-attended.  Chairman Klatt suggested that 
purchase of a display board for future conferences might be a sensible purchase. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
The group discussed officer appointments and sub-committee assignments.  Mike moved to 
nominate Kristy as the Chair of the Education and Outreach sub-committee.  Laurin seconded the 
motion.  The vote was taken and the motion passed.  Rob moved to nominate Paul Klatt as Chair 
and Leslie as Vice-Chair. Mike seconded the motion.  The vote was taken and the motion passed.  
The following sub-committee appointments were also discussed: 
 

 Budget Sub-Committee – Jim Markley (Chair), Mike Galante, Ron Johnson, and Leslie 
Duncan 

 Work Elements Sub-Committee – Rob Turnipseed (Chair), Tiffany Heiss, and Kerri 
Thoreson 

 Education and Outreach Sub-Committee – Kristy Reed Johnson (Chair), BiJay Adams, and 
Laurin Scarcello 

 
A general vote in support of all of these appointments was taken and was unanimously approved. 
 
Gary explained the changes that were incorporated into the new funding agreement between DEQ, 
BNSF (Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad), and Kootenai County.  The new agreement 
provides for $100,000 in annual funding from BNSF, which will now go to the County.  The first 
portion supports facility inspections (including an annual report to the County), and the balance is 
distributed to the APD for discretional use.  The funding is provided in perpetuity (as long as the 
facility is functional).  Chairman Klatt gave some history of the purpose of the funding agreement. 
 
The group discussed possible discussion topics for upcoming meetings, including a strategy 
discussion and initial budget presentations.  Dale stated that their first budget information will 
probably be available around March 25. Allen Beardslee shared that a request may be received for a 
second monitor well (Spirit Lake), and that he will bring forward some information about the 
Hayden gauge. He also spoke about cost and considerations related to continuous flow gauges. 
 
Chairman Klatt reiterated that the next meeting would take place on Wednesday, February 11, 
2015, at the same location.  At 5:53 p.m., Mike moved to adjourn the meeting.  Rob seconded the 
motion.  The vote was taken.  The motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy A Jones 
 
Recording Secretary 
 


