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Minutes of Meeting 
Public Hearing: 

Kootenai County Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Budget 
August 28, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 
 
The Kootenai County Board of Commissioners:  Chairman Todd Tondee, Commissioner Dan Green, and 
Commissioner Jai Nelson met to discuss the following agenda items.  Also in attendance were Finance Director 
David McDowell, Clerk Clifford Hayes, Chief Deputy Clerk Pat Raffee, Staff Accountant Kristi Graves, and Deputy 
Clerk Nancy Jones. 
 

A.   Call to Order:  Chairman Tondee called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
 

B.   Pledge of Allegiance:  Chairman Tondee led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

C.   Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes to the agenda. 
 

D.   Old Business:  There was no old business. 
 

E.   New Business:  The Board met to conduct a Public Hearing, for which notice was given in the August 
21, 2013, Coeur d’Alene Press, pursuant to Idaho Code §31-1604, for the purpose of receiving public 
comment on the proposed Fiscal Year 2013-2014 (FY2014) Kootenai County budget. 

 
Chairman Tondee officially opened the Public Hearing at 6:03 p.m., and instructed the attendees that 
forms were available for those wishing to participate in the public comment portion of the hearing.  
Commissioner Nelson greeted those present and thanked them for their attendance.  Before turning the 
floor over to Finance Director David McDowell, Clerk Clifford Hayes thanked Mr. McDowell and the 
Auditor’s Department for their hard work, noting that their department had recently been awarded the 
Government Finance Officers (GFOA) Association’s Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the 
FY2013 County budget. 

 
Mr. McDowell presented a verbal summary of the budget packet, of which printed copies were made 
available to the attendees.  Topics discussed included a review of funding sources, expenditure and 
revenue changes, and a brief overview of property tax levy dollars.  The County’s total proposed FY2014 
budget was $74,757,727. 

 
At 6:16 p.m., Chairman Tondee opened the floor for public comment. 
 
Comments were received from two (2) persons: 
 
Mr. Bob Bingham, 9654 E. Highway 54, Athol, Idaho, expressed concern regarding expenditures in 
Kootenai County.  Mr. Bingham questioned why Kootenai County appeared to spend a higher amount per 
person than Ada or Canyon County, and made suggestions regarding project prioritization and potential 
areas where expenditures could be reviewed.  The Board responded to Mr. Bingham’s questions and 
concerns, and suggested that additional expenditure clarifications might be found in the County financial 
reports, which were available online. 
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Mr. Bill Matson, 21024 S. Four Echoes Road, Worley, Idaho, came forward to ask questions regarding 
recent changes within the Community Development Department, as well as to express concerns related 
to proposed changes of the Unified Land Use Code.  Commissioner Green addressed these questions and 
concerns. 
 

Commissioner Green moved to close the Public Hearing for the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget.  Commissioner Nelson 
seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, Deputy Clerk Jones called the roll: 
Commissioner Nelson:  Aye 
Commissioner Green:  Aye 
Chairman Tondee:  Aye 
The motion carried. 
 
 The Public Comment portion of the hearing at was closed at 6:33 p.m. 
 

Chairman Tondee and Commissioner Nelson spoke in favor of approving the FY2014 budget, as presented 
by Mr. McDowell.  Commissioner Green expressed concern regarding the contribution of insurance 
savings to the wage adjustment pool.  In addition, Commissioner Green shared his view that (during the 
budget process) not enough time had been focused on identifying potential savings through line-by-line 
expenditure analysis.  Commissioner Green stated that he was in support of a general one percent (1%)    
B budget reduction, in order to challenge departments to lower their costs.  Chairman Tondee and 
Commissioner Nelson each responded to these concerns.  With regard to the insurance savings and 
potential increased risk, both Commissioners stated that any increased insurance risk had been 
considered and that the risk was sufficiently funded.  Regarding the challenge to reduce operating costs, 
Commissioner Nelson and Chairman Tondee shared the opinion that a general operating budget 
reduction would be arbitrary (possibly with negative effects in individual departments), and that this 
concern could be better addressed with a focused line item review during the next budget cycle. 
 

Commissioner Nelson moved to approve the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget, as presented in the Public Hearing.  
Chairman Tondee seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, Deputy Clerk Jones called the roll: 
Commissioner Nelson:  Aye 
Commissioner Green:  Nay 
Chairman Tondee:  Aye 
The motion carried. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
CLIFFORD T. HAYES, CLERK 
 
 
BY: _________________________ 
         Nancy A. Jones, Deputy Clerk 
 


