
 

 

Minutes of Meeting 
Commissioner’s Debriefing (continued) 

September 5, 2013 
9:00 a.m. 

 
The Kootenai County Board of Commissioners: Chairman Todd Tondee, Commissioner Dan Green and 
Commissioner Jai Nelson met to discuss the following agenda items. Also present were Bob Bingham 
and Deputy Clerk Patti Marland-Stevens.   
 

A. Call to Order: Chairman Todd Tondee called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m.  
 

B. Introductions: There were no introductions made.  
 

C.  Changes to the Agenda: There were no changes to the agenda.  
 

D.   Old Business: There was no old business discussed.  
 

E.  New Business 
Interstate Concrete and Asphalt, Co. is requiring a Notice to Proceed for Phase IV of the parking 
lot project at the Sheriff’s Department. This is in advance of the agreed completion timeline and 
was budgeted in FY2014. The Board discussed the provision of the final walk through being after 
October, and payment shall not occur until that time. Documentation from Interstate 
acknowledging this agreement will be requested. When the Board receives the document, if it 
meets the criteria, it shall be placed on the Consent Calendar.  
 
Commissioner Nelson discussed insurance for the ambulance employees. The new chief is 
coming onboard, and the two (2) current employees are not insured through the County. Civil 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Pat Braden had provided research information stipulating that 
ambulance employees, unlike fair employees, are allowed to participate in the County insurance 
program. The Joint Powers Board had requested a comparison breakdown be performed. 
Commissioner Nelson has found difficulty in obtaining the information she needs to provide that 
comparison. There was discussion as to whether or not they are considered County employees. 
Chairman Tondee mentioned that if those individuals were covered under the Joint Powers 
Board, then it would only be appropriate that the Joint Powers Board supplement these 
employees as the County does for their employees and all claims would therefore be sent to the 
Joint Powers Board. 
 
Commissioner Green discussed an Access Unlimited work order/estimate for repair for Kootenai 
County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO). The cost would be below $5,000, therefore not requiring action 
at the Business Meeting. Commissioner Nelson stipulated that once the document is executed, 
it is a contract and the County is committed. As a result, it was her opinion that this item should 
be addressed during a Business Meeting. It was acknowledged that if funding was available for 
this repair, then it would be required to be addressed in the Business meeting. Commissioner 
Nelson noted that the KCSO did not have the funds budgeted for this repair.  Commissioner 
Green stated that the KCSO shall utilize existing “B” budget funds, clarifying that no new funds 
were being appropriated. Chairman Tondee reiterated that if there is a contract to sign, the 
matter must come before the Board. 
 



 

 

Commissioner Green stated that there shall be a PTO meeting next week. Chairman Tondee 
wanted assurance that the Employee Illness Bank (EIB) will clearly state that it is an employee 
run program and that the County and/or Human Resources would only be involved to facilitate 
the accounting of donated hours. Commissioner Green informed the Board that the draft policy 
proposal would be sent out to employees, but would be brought to the Board for approval prior 
to distribution. Chairman Tondee stressed the need for participants to sign documentation in 
order to give their hours away.    
 
Commissioner Nelson met with JT Taylor of the Juvenile Detention Center to discuss RO 
Associates Electrical analysis. While the Jail received fifty-eight (58) recommendations, the 
Detention Center got only thirteen (13), mainly concerning grounding issues. Four (4) of these 
are high priority items, one (1) of which is rerouting some high voltage (600 amp) circuits. Mr. 
Taylor discovered that the cost for these four (4) repairs could be upwards of $20,000. It was 
determined that it could be cost effective to combine the bids with those for the Jail. 
Commissioner Nelson will instruct Mr. Taylor to work with Jail Services Captain Kim Edmondson 
on obtaining the best bid options.  
 
Mr. Taylor also had some concerns about consolidating Buildings and Grounds. In the past, the 
Juvenile Detention Center has received poor response time on work requests. When issues 
occur, many times the kids cannot get out (e.g. go to school), so when Juvenile Detention needs 
something tended to, timing is crucial. The Board agreed that two (2) Buildings and Grounds 
staff should be dedicated to the Juvenile Detention Center, with the availability of numerous 
others when the need arises.  
 

F. Staff Reports:  There were no staff reports. 
 

G. Public Comment:  There were no public comments. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
CLIFFORD T. HAYES, CLERK 
 
 
BY:_______________________________ 
     Patti Marland-Stevens, Deputy Clerk 


