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   Minutes of Meeting 
Jail Electrical Project 

January 28, 2014 
3:00 p.m. 

 
The Kootenai County Board of Commissioners:  Chairman Todd Tondee, Commissioner Dan Green and 
Commissioner Jai Nelson met to discuss the following agenda items.  Also present were Buildings and 
Grounds Operations Manager Shawn Riley, Major Neal Robertson, Undersheriff Travis Chaney, Senior 
Maintenance Operator Thomas Reed, Captain Kim Edmondson and Deputy Clerk Brandie Bradley.   
 
A. Call to Order:  Chairman Tondee called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 
 
B. Introductions:  There were no introductions made. 
 
C. Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes made to the agenda. 
 
D. Old Business:  There was no old business discussed. 
 
E. New Business: 

Buildings and Grounds Operations Manager Shawn Riley came before the Board to discuss the 
electrical issues at the jail and the two (2) electrical contractor bids that were submitted for 
completion of the work that will be needed to correct these issues.  
 
Mr. Riley explained that sediment build-up caused water to seep into an electrical vault at the 
jail, which resulted in an electrical shortage and the loss of power to many areas of the jail.  This 
occurred outside of regular business hours and Franssen Electric was contacted to restore 
electricity to the affected areas.  Franssen Electric was able to restore power to the jail by using 
another power source and bypassing the water damaged vault.  Mr. Riley explained that this 
repair is temporary and that permanent repairs will need to be completed prior to the weather 
getting warmer, as the power source that is currently being used cannot handle the existing 
electrical load and power the air conditioning units. 
 
Mr. Riley further explained that several electrical issues have been identified at the jail including 
the presence of electricity to areas that should be disconnected, grounding issues, and 
overheating and melting of wires.  Both Franssen Electric and Thorco, Inc. have recommended 
that the vault be cleaned and that the sediment be removed so that the wiring can be tested 
and damaged wiring can be repaired.  This will require a complete shutdown of all electricity at 
the jail, which will also shut down all emergency communications for the County for at least two 
(2) to four (4) hours.  All of the attendees agreed that shutting down the entire jail and 
emergency communication systems for any length of time was not an option.   
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Mr. Riley advised that Franssen Electric proposed installing a rented generator to power a vault 
that is not currently being used, to provide power to the jail and emergency communications 
while the cleaning and repairs are being done.  This new wiring would remain in place for future 
emergency electrical needs at the jail should they arise.  The Board directed Mr. Riley to contact 
Thorco, Inc. as well as one (1) or two (2) other electrical contractors to obtain at least three (3) 
bids for this project, as well as an estimated cost to rent a generator large enough for this 
project and bring this information back before the Board for additional consideration. 
 

F. Staff Reports:  There were no staff reports. 
 
G. Public Comment:  This section is reserved for citizens wishing to address the Board regarding a 

County  related issue.  There was no public comment. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
JIM BRANNON, CLERK      TODD TONDEE, CHAIRMAN 
 
 
BY:_______________________________   _______________________________ 
     Brandie Bradley, Deputy Clerk 


