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Minutes of Meeting 
Commissioners’ Debriefing 

September 29, 2014 
2:00 p.m.    

 
The Kootenai County Board of Commissioners:  Chairman Todd Tondee, Commissioner Jai Nelson, and 
Commissioner Dan Green met to discuss the following agenda items.  Also present were Airport Director 
Greg Delavan and Deputy Clerk Daniel Robertson. 
 
A. Call to Order:  Chairman Tondee called the meeting to order at 2:07 p.m. 
 
B. Introductions:  There were no introductions made. 
 
C. Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
D. Old Business: There was no old business discussed. 
 
E. New Business: 

The attendees discussed options to bring the Lakes Highway District airport lease up to market 
rate. Airport Director Greg Delavan reported that the current lease calls for in-kind services as 
payment, for a value that is lower than the current market rate. Representatives of the Lakes 
Highway District had expressed that they believed the services they were providing were above 
that which the lease calls for. Mr. Delavan also reported that the Highway District had made an 
offer to buy the parcel, which would require approval by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). He stated that the offer was significantly below market value, and he was not in favor of 
selling the property. He stated that the Highway District was open to paying the lease in cash 
rather than in-kind services, but that the current lease does not specify cash as a payment 
option. A new lease would need to be written, which would also require a change in cost to 
bring it to within market rates. Chairman Tondee expressed his opinion that a new lease would 
not be required in order to accept cash payments. The current lease expires in 2019. 

 
Buildings and Grounds Manager Shawn Riley entered the meeting at 2:17 p.m. 
 
Mr. Delavan exited the meeting at 2:19 p.m. 
 
Mr. Riley requested approval for the purchase of air conditioning installation services in the 
Ancillary Services building in the amount of $5,960. The Board approved this request. 
 
Mr. Riley exited the meeting at 2:29 p.m. 
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The Board discussed a letter sent by Citizen Paul Pierce, which he would like the Board to sign 
and forward to U.S. House of Representatives Speaker John Boehner and Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi. The letter would request that the senators support appropriations funding the Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act (SRS) 
programs for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015. The Board members were in favor of sending the letter, but 
preferred to send it to the Representatives and Senators representing the State of Idaho. They 
also were in favor of discussing these programs with Senator Mike Crapo at their meeting 
scheduled with him on Friday, October 10, 2014. Commissioner Nelson stated that she will draft 
a revised copy of the letter. The Board also reviewed other topics to discuss with Senator Crapo. 
 
Commissioner Nelson reviewed a proposed resolution which would adopt a new fee schedule 
for records requests. This would clarify the requirements of payments for these services to the 
public. She stated that she is preparing a presentation on these changes for the Elected Officials 
Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 1, 2014. The Board discussed changes to make to 
the proposed resolution before the presentation. 
 
Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Pat Braden joined the meeting at 2:39 p.m. 
 
The Board discussed options for responding to the Natural Resource Advisory Board on their 
suggestion to file an objection to the Coeur d’ Alene Tribe’s water rights claims. Chairman 
Tondee inquired of Mr. Braden if there was an option to file as a neutral interested party. Mr. 
Braden responded that this option was not available. The Board decided not to file an objection 
to the claims. Commissioner Green would send an email to the members of the Natural 
Resource Advisory Board to let them know of the decision. 
 
Mr. Braden exited the meeting at 2:41 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Nelson updated the Board on the Facilities Master Plan messaging. Sheriff Ben 
Wolfinger had provided some suggested edits and comments. This feedback has already been 
addressed by Kestrel West in their evaluation of the Administration Campus.  
 
The Board discussed the Legislative Luncheon scheduled for November 19, 2014. They reviewed 
the invitations list and topics to be presented at the event. 
 
The Board discussed Adult Misdemeanor Probation Director Kevin Creighton’s grant application 
to fund a canine (K-9) for drug detection purposes. Commissioner Green stated that Grants 
Compliance Officer Jody Bieze has not reviewed the application. This grant application was on 
the agenda for the September 30, 2014, Business Meeting. Commissioner Green inquired if this 
item could be pulled from the agenda, as he and Chairman Tondee were not favorable to 
approving the application. Commissioner Nelson stated that it should remain on the agenda, as 
she wanted additional information in order to make a decision. 
 
Chairman Tondee stated that he had met with Public Defender John Adams regarding four (4) 
pending capital cases and their estimated costs, which will be requested from the Idaho Capital 
Crimes Defense Fund (CCDF). Chairman Tondee discussed a case that was expected to cost 
$100,000 through December, and more if the case goes to trial. Another case is nearly 
complete, at a cost of about $10,000. A third case, involving a minor, will have an estimated cost 
of $120,000. The final case is estimated to cost $10,000.  
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Mr. Braden entered the meeting at 3:10 p.m. 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from the Post Falls Highway District regarding a parcel that is 
included in the upcoming tax deed auction on October 6, 2014. This letter states that this parcel 
was dedicated as road right-of-way, and requested transfer of ownership to the Post Falls 
Highway District and cancellation of all associated taxes. Commissioner Green inquired whether 
ownership could be transferred, as this property is privately owned and the auction is to satisfy 
the tax debt. Mr. Braden stated that statute allows this transfer, as it would be for public 
benefit. The Board decided to remove this parcel from the auction to fulfill the request of the 
Post Falls Highway District. 
 
Mr. Braden exited the meeting at 3:13 p.m. 
 
Chairman Tondee brought forward the 2014 Election Ballot for the CCDF At-Large Board 
Member position. He stated that nominations had been sent and all other positions were 
uncontested. Commissioner Nelson inquired whether each commissioner has a vote. Chairman 
Tondee clarified that the County has one (1) vote. The Board discussed the nominees, Dave 
McGraw (the incumbent), and Jon Weber. 

Commissioner Green moved that the Board vote for Dave McGraw as the CCDF At-Large position. 
Commissioner Nelson seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Deputy Clerk Robertson 
called the roll:  
Commissioner Nelson:  Aye  
Commissioner Green:   Aye  
Chairman Tondee:  Aye  
The motion carried.  

 
The Board reviewed a letter received from Jim Stravens, requesting that they endorse him in his 
request to sit on the Board of Trustees of the Idaho State Historical Society (ISHS). The Board 
agreed to support Mr. Stravens. 
 
The Board discussed two (2) contracts which would continue to be in effect unless the Board 
decided to opt-out. The Board also discussed how to track contracts with no expiration date. 
The Board decided that these contracts should be reviewed annually. The Board decided not to 
opt-out of the two (2) contracts under discussion.  
 

Commissioner Green moved that the Board enter Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code §67-
2345(1)(b), to consider the evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges 
brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent. Commissioner Nelson 
seconded the motion.  There being no discussion, Deputy Clerk Robertson called the roll: 
Commissioner Nelson:  Aye 
Commissioner Green:  Aye 
Chairman Tondee:  Aye 
The motion carried. 

 
The Board entered into Executive Session at 3:23 p.m. 
 
The Board exited Executive Session at 4:29 p.m. No decision was made by the Board. 
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F. Staff Reports:  There were no staff reports.  
 
G. Public Comment:  This section is reserved for citizens wishing to address the Board regarding a 

County  related issue.  There was no public comment. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
JIM BRANNON, CLERK      TODD TONDEE, CHAIRMAN 
 
 
BY: _______________________________   _______________________________ 
       Daniel Robertson, Deputy Clerk 


