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Minutes of Meeting 
Sheriff Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Discussion 

June 6, 2016 
2:30 p.m. 

 
The Kootenai County Board of Commissioners: Chairman Dan Green and Commissioner Marc Eberlein 
met to discuss the following agenda item. Also present were Clerk Jim Brannon, Chief Deputy Clerk Pat 
Raffee, Finance Director Dena Darrow, Senior Staff Accountant Kimberli Price, Sheriff Ben Wolfinger, 
Undersheriff Dan Mattos, Major Neal Robertson, Patrol Captain Andy Boyle, Detectives Captain Dan 
Soumas, Personnel Technician Marcia Heglie, Administrative Assistant Christina Clay, Information 
Systems Network Administrator Grant Kinsey, Sheriff Systems Manager Val Soumas, and Deputy Clerks 
Alicia Lynch and Randi Davis. Also present were citizens Chris Fillios and Tina Kunishige. Commissioner 
David Stewart was excused. 
 

A. Call to Order:  Chairman Dan Green called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. 
 
B. Introductions:  There were no introductions.  
 
C. Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
D. Old Business: There was no old business discussed. 
 
E. New Business:   
 
Commissioner David Stewart entered the meeting at 2:32 p.m. 

 
Discussion with Sheriff Ben Wolfinger and the Auditor’s staff regarding the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2017 Sheriff Budget Requests 
 
Sheriff Ben Wolfinger and Undersheriff Dan Mattos discussed with the Board the 
FY2017 Personnel Requests, Capital Expenditures, and New Programs for these 
divisions: Patrol, Detective, Marine, Drug Forfeiture, and Sheriff Information Systems. 
 
Information Systems Network Administrator Grant Kinsey and Sheriff Systems Manager 
Val Soumas discussed the New Program Request for Digital Evidence Storage & 
Retention. Chairman Green requested Mr. Kinsey and Ms. Soumas provide the Board 
more information on this item.   
 

Mr. Kinsey exited the meeting at 3:17 p.m. 
 
Lieutenant Stuart Miller entered the meeting at 3:17 p.m. 
 

Chairman Green proposed reducing the Drug Forfeiture B Budget (Operations) from 
$175,600 to $125,000. Commissioner David Stewart said he supported the reduction. 
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Commissioner Stewart moved to tentatively reduce the Drug Forfeiture B Budget from $175,600 to 
$125,000. Commissioner Marc Eberlein seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Deputy 
Clerk Lynch called the roll: 
Commissioner Stewart:  Aye 
Commissioner Eberlein:  Aye 
Chairman Green:  Aye 
The motion carried. 

 
The Board reviewed the following Personnel Requests: 

 Patrol Deputy –Lakeland School Resource Officer Previously Denied 

 Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Retention  $77,177 

 COPS Grant Match      $12,992 

 Peace Officer Standards & Training Overtime  Previously Denied 

 Detective (Half-Time)     Previously Denied 

 Detective Overtime Increase    Previously Denied 
 

Major Neal Robertson requested the Board revisit the previously denied Half-Time 
Detective position. He provided statistics to emphasize the need for additional staff in 
the Detective division and stated that he would recruit a retired officer that already had 
experience. 

 
Commissioner Stewart moved to tentatively approve the Half-Time Detective Personnel Request in the 
amount of $35,364. Commissioner Eberlein seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, 
Deputy Clerk Lynch called the roll: 
Commissioner Stewart:  Aye 
Commissioner Eberlein:  Aye 
Chairman Green:  Aye 
The motion carried. 
 

Lieutenant Stuart Miller briefed the Board on the Capital Request for the Side Scan 
Sonar Upgrade, and said that the current system was no longer operational. 
 
Detectives Captain Dan Soumas withdrew the New Program Request for Detectives 
Facility Expansion because it had been linked to requests previously denied by the 
Board.  

 
Commissioner Stewart moved to tentatively deny the New Program Request for the Detectives Facility 
Expansion in the amount of $77,100. Commissioner Eberlein seconded the motion. There being no 
further discussion, Deputy Clerk Lynch called the roll: 
Commissioner Stewart:  Aye 
Commissioner Eberlein:  Aye 
Chairman Green:  Aye 
The motion carried. 
 

Captain Soumas detailed the Detectives FY2017 B Budget increase request. The Board 
recognized that the Detectives had mandatory services that would need to be fulfilled, 
and directed Captain Soumas to make requests as needed. 
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Commissioner Stewart moved to tentatively deny the requested Sheriff FY2017 B Budget increases in 
the amount of $11,902. Commissioner Eberlein seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, 
Deputy Clerk Lynch called the roll: 
Commissioner Stewart:  Aye 
Commissioner Eberlein:  Aye 
Chairman Green:  Aye 
The motion carried. 
 
  Deferred Decisions 
 
  No Deferred Decisions were discussed. 
 

F. Public Comment: This section is reserved for citizens wishing to address the Board 
regarding a County related issue. Idaho Law prohibits Board action on items brought 
under this section except in an emergency circumstance. Comments related to future 
public hearings should be held for that public hearing.  
 
Citizen Tina Kunishige commented that the passing of Senate Bill No. 1389 could lower 
the volume of Concealed Weapons Permits.  

 
Chairman Green adjourned the meeting at 3:46 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
JIM BRANNON, CLERK      DANIEL H. GREEN, CHAIRMAN 
 
BY: _______________________________   _______________________________ 
      Alicia Lynch, Deputy Clerk 
 


