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Minutes of Meeting 
Preliminary Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Presentation 

July 29, 2016 
9:00 a.m. 

The Kootenai County Board of Commissioners: Chairman Dan Green, Commissioner Marc Eberlein, and 
Commissioner David Stewart met to discuss the following agenda item. Also present were Clerk Jim 
Brannon, Chief Deputy Clerk Pat Raffee, Finance Director Dena Darrow, Senior Staff Accountant Kimberli 
Price, Sheriff Ben Wolfinger, Undersheriff Dan Mattos, Sergeant Jonathan Brandel, Treasurer Steve 
Matheson, Human Resources (HR) Generalist- Benefits & Compensation Dorothy Cross, BOCC 
Administrative Secretary Alethea Carpenter, and Deputy Clerk Alicia Lynch. Also present were citizens 
Carla Woempner, Bob Bingham, and Leslie Duncan, and Coeur d’Alene Press staff writer Mary Malone.  
 

A. Call to Order:  Chairman Dan Green called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
B. Introductions:  There were no introductions.  
 
C. Changes to the Agenda:  There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
D. Old Business: There was no old business discussed. 
 
E. New Business:   
 

Presentation of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 Preliminary Balanced Budget Draft as 
Prepared by the County Budget Officer Pursuant to Idaho Statute §31-1604 
 
Clerk Jim Brannon and Senior Staff Accountant Kimberli Price presented the FY2017 
Preliminary Balanced Budget Draft. Ms. Price said the $96,286,330 balanced budget 
included: a 3% property tax and new growth increase, a 4% General Pay Band increase, 
2% General Pay Plan Merit Increase, the Sworn and 9-1-1 Matrix Increases, a Health 
Insurance Increase, and all Capital Requests funded by fund balances. She noted the 
fund balance use was lowered from original projections by $701,847 due to several 
departments’ revenues exceeding their costs.  

 
Citizen Russ McLain entered the meeting at 9:18 a.m. 
   

Ms. Price presented two alternative balanced budgets for Board consideration: the first 
included a 3% merit increase to employees, and the second included a lower employee 
contribution towards health insurance; both required fund balances to balance the 
budget. Chairman Green said he would not support using fund balances for ongoing 
expenses. 

   
Commissioner Marc Eberlein moved to adopt the FY2017 proposed budget as proposed. Chairman 
Green seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Deputy Clerk Lynch called the roll: 
Commissioner David Stewart: Nay 
Commissioner Eberlein:  Aye 
Chairman Green:  Aye 
The motion carried. 
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Commissioner Eberlein said he thought a 0% property tax increase for FY2016 had been 
a mistake, because the cost of doing business had increased across the board year-to-
year, which it made the impact much larger this year.  

F. Public Comment: This section is reserved for citizens wishing to address the Board 
regarding a County related issue. Idaho Law prohibits Board action on items brought 
under this section except in an emergency circumstance. Comments related to future 
public hearings should be held for that public hearing.  
 
Citizen Bob Bingham inquired whether the Board would annex the Sheriff’s campus into 
the County, and if that would affect the estimated cost of the jail expansion.  
 
Commissioner Eberlein clarified that the City of Coeur d’Alene would de-annex the 
Sheriff’s land, and he added that a question had been raised regarding whether a public 
entity could charge another public entity impact fees.  
 
Sergeant Jonathan Brandel commented that there were employees frozen in the KCSO 
matrix and that without Board action those positions would continue to fall behind the 
competitive market, which could lead to turnover.  

 
Chairman Green adjourned the meeting at 9:31 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
JIM BRANNON, CLERK      DANIEL H. GREEN, CHAIRMAN 
 
BY: _______________________________   _______________________________ 
      Alicia Lynch, Deputy Clerk 
 


