
MINUTES 

KOOTENAI COUNTY HEARING EXAMINER 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

JULY 17, 2014 

KOOTENAI COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BLDG. 

ROOM 1 

 

HEARING EXAMINER 

STEVEN FRAMPTON 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

MEL PALMER 

KATHRYN FORD 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

PREPARED BY: 

 

_______________________ 

KATHRYN FORD 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 
 

______________________ 

STEVEN FRAMPTON 

Hearing Examiner 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

REVIEWED BY: 

 

______________________ 

MEL PALMER 

Planner II 

 

 

 

The Official Record of Public Hearing is on a CD recording available at the 

Kootenai County Community Development. 

 

Steven Frampton called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Hearing Examiner explained that the purpose of the public hearing is to take testimony on the items that 

appear on the agenda. 

 

The Hearing Examiner will review the testimony presented and make written recommendations to the Board 

of County Commissioners, who will make the final decision. 

 

The hearing was adjourned at 6:09 p.m. 



HEARING EXAMINER MINUTES 

JULY 17, 2014 

 
CASE NO. CUP13-0020  

Type:  Conditional Use Permit, a request by RuthAnn Hoffman, for a Conditional Use Permit, to 

allow the continued operation of a non-commercial kennel known as Little Long Dogs Dachshund 

Rescue.  The kennel is located at 4855 E. Sarah Loop, Athol, ID, on approximately ten acres in the 

Rural zone.  The Parcel No. is 0-7230-520-022-0 and is described as SHAMROCK RANCH V, LT 22, 

BLK 5 – 20, Sec.20 Twp 53N Range 03W, B. M., Kootenai County, ID.    
 

Staff Presentation:  Mel Palmer, Planner II, introduced the application stating the proposal is for a Conditional 

Use Permit for a non-commercial kennel.  The Conditional Use Permit with Kootenai County was brought to 

Ms. Hoffman’s attention when she renewed her kennel license with the Sheriff’s Department.  Public agencies 

had no concerns, however, Timberlake Fire District did not provide a response.  A few concerns regarding 

traffic, noise and running dogs were addressed in the public comments submitted.  Ms. Palmer added the 

vegetative buffers meet all of the Conditional Use Permit requirements.  The site was posted and based on the 

signed affidavit, the public notice requirements have been met.   

 

Applicant Presentation:  RuthAnn Hoffman, applicant, stated she considers her home a rescue shelter and not a 

standard kennel.  They work with other shelters and provide a good home, medical services and training in 

preparation for adoption.  Currently, their 501C(3) is being processed to provide them with a non-profit status.  

Ms. Hoffman added the concern about excess traffic is not correct.  She may invite one visitor a month to come 

by if they need to see a dog at her site.   

 

Exhibits: None. 

 

Public Testimony: Comment Sheets submitted: 2, Applicant/Representatives - 1; In Favor - 1, Neutral - 0, 

Opposed – 0.  The names and address of the individuals speaking or submitting comments are part of the record.   

 Neighbor next door has heard no excessive barking or seen running loose dogs 

 CCR comments regarding enforcement for residents 

 

Applicant Rebuttal:  None. 

 

There being no further comments from the public, testimony was closed on this item at 6:09 p.m.  The Hearing 

Examiner, Steven Frampton will review this case and submit his written report to the Board of County 

Commissioners within two weeks.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Kathryn Ford, Recording Secretary 


