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The Official Record of Public Hearing is on a CD recording available at the 

Kootenai County Community Development. 

 

Steven Frampton called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Hearing Examiner explained that the purpose of the public hearing is to take testimony on the items that 

appear on the agenda. 

 

The Hearing Examiner will review the testimony presented and make written recommendations to the Board 

of County Commissioners, who will make the final decision. 

 

The hearing was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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CASE NO. VAR14-0003  
Type:  Variance, a request by Ilmar Kuljus for a variance to the Kootenai County Zoning Ordinance front 

yard setback of twenty (25) feet.  The Applicant is requesting a Variance of 23 feet to the 25 foot front yard 

setback on a parcel of land 0.286 acres in size in the Restricted Residential zone.  The property has an existing 

residence on-site which in the past has been historically used as a summer home.  However, now the owner 

intends to live on-site year-round, as such wishes to construct a garage.  The property has a very steep driveway 

to the residence entrance making the driveway only adequate during the summer months.  The subject property 

is located at 15748 S. Turquoise Drive.  The parcel number is 48N04W-03-6700 and described as TAX # 17452 

[IN SE-SW] Section 3, Township 48 North, Range 04 West, B.M., Kootenai County, Idaho.  

 

Staff Presentation:  Vlad Kryukov, Planner II, introduced the application stating the proposal is for a variance 

of 23 feet to the 25 foot front yard setback located in the Restricted Residential zone.  There were no adverse 

agency comments regarding this proposal.  Mr. Kryukov added a site visit concluded that placing a garage in 

any other location may be very challenging due to the steep slopes on the site.  Approval of this proposal will 

provide the Applicant the ability to construct a garage on the property without adverse impacts to the 

surrounding neighborhood or public safety.  The site was posted and based on the signed affidavit, the public 

notice requirements have been met.   

 

Applicant Presentation:  Al Walls, applicant representative, stated he is the contractor and the driveway is too 

steep for the garage to be attached to the existing home.  The proposed location would be at the front property 

line since the property drops off too steep to allow the garage to be built farther back from the gravel road.  

Ilmar Kuljus, applicant, added this home is now their year-round residence and with the weather conditions in 

the area a garage is necessary for parking and storage. 

 

Exhibits: None. 

 

Public Testimony: Comment Sheets submitted: 3, Applicant/Representatives - 2; In Favor - 1, Neutral - 0, 

Opposed – 0.  The names and address of the individuals speaking or submitting comments are part of the record.   

 

Applicant Rebuttal:  None. 

 

There being no further comments from the public, testimony was closed on this item at 6:07 p.m.  The Hearing 

Examiner, Steven Frampton will review this case and submit his written report to the Board of County 

Commissioners within two weeks.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Kathryn Ford, Recording Secretary 
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CASE NO. CUP14-0006  
Type:  Conditional Use Permit, a request by Atlas Tower Holdings, for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to 

construct an unstaffed multi-carrier telecommunications facility with a 150’ steel monopole within a leased 50’ 

x 50’ fenced utility compound area.  The leased project area is centrally located on approximately 8.027 acre 

parcel in the Rural zone.  As part of the proposal, the Applicant is requesting a variance to the two (2) mile 

radius separation requirement between existing cell towers in the area, and a variance to Design Standards 

Section 9-17-6, parking and paving requirements.  The subject parcel is located at 17532 N. Atlas Road, 

Rathdrum, ID 83858.  The parcel number is 0-5760-000-050-0.  The site is described as Panhandle Village Tract 

50 in Section 27, Township 52 North, Range 04 West. B. M. Kootenai County, Idaho.  

 

Staff Presentation:  Vlad Kryukov, Planner II, introduced the application stating the proposal is for a 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to construct an unstaffed multi-carrier telecommunications facility with a 150’ 

steel monopole within a leased 50’ x 50’ fenced utility compound area located in the Rural zone.  The proposal 

also includes a variance to waive the two mile radius separation between existing cell towers and Design 

Standards for parking and paving requirements.  The facility has been designed to accommodate a total of four 

antenna arrays and ground equipment space for co-location opportunities.  There were no adverse agency 

comments regarding this proposal.  Mr. Kryukov stated for the record the Board of County Commissioners have 

approved a Zoning Ordinance Amendment, once signed and published next week this amendment will no longer 

require paving for such uses as Wireless Communication Facilities.  The variance request for the two mile radius 

separation is needed since after extensive searching no other existing facility is suitable for the capabilities of 

meeting the required structural or network capacity for the area.  The site was posted and based on the signed 

affidavit, the public notice requirements have been met.   

 

Applicant Presentation:  Ken Bradtke, applicant representative, provided a brief history about the company 

that locates sites for various carrier specifications.  For the emerging needs of cell tower uses the biggest 

concern is the location.  They are given search coordinates to see what works on the land for development using 

three main criteria 1) coverage of the carrier; 2) meeting county or city requirements and 3) limiting the impact 

of the site on the community.  Mr. Bardtke added this site was selected to meet those requirements with the 

parcel having dense trees for screening of the site, no close proximity to residential structures and no timber 

disturbance when erecting the tower.  This one tower will reduce the need for multiple towers in the growing 

area. 

 

Exhibits: None. 

 

Public Testimony: Comment Sheets submitted: 7, Applicant/Representatives - 1; In Favor - 0, Neutral - 0, 

Opposed – 6.  The names and address of the individuals speaking or submitting comments are part of the record. 

  

 Health concerns from living in close proximity 

 View of a tower 

 Neighbors by Bonneville Electric see this as an added health concern for residents and livestock 

 Residents have coverage and do not loose a signal 

 Concerns regarding noticing of the public hearing 

 Tower is bigger than the trees and in view 

 Property values 

 

Applicant Rebuttal:  Vlad Kryukov, Planner II, added the public noticing ordinance requires legal notice in the 

newspaper, site posting and mailing the adjacent property owners living within 300 feet of the site boundaries.  

Ken Bradtke, applicant representative, stated Community Development staff confirmed they had met their legal 

noticing requirements.  Regarding the health concerns the Federal Communications Commission provides 

approval for uses which have been studied and monitored.  The current technology is growing due to the public 

relying on this form of communication service.  Mr. Bradtke added the aesthetic impact can be altered with 

screening in the trees and various colors to help blend into the environment.  
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There being no further comments from the public, testimony was closed on this item at 6:40 p.m.  The Hearing 

Examiner, Steven Frampton will review this case and submit his written report to the Board of County 

Commissioners within two weeks.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Kathryn Ford, Recording Secretary 


